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of a certain description; has great ambition but little fixed
principle. It was Seward's doings that sent him to New
Orleans.

Who got up the Red River expedition I know not, other-
wise than by Admiral Porter, who writes me he has seen
the orders from Halleck. I know that I called on Stanton
in company with Seward last summer with a view of get-
ting up an expedition to capture Mobile; that Stanton sent
for General Halleck; that the latter, when he came, was
not prepared to adopt our views, wanted to hear from
General Banks, was thinking of operations west of the
Mississippi, etc. Seward surrendered without a word of
remonstrance. Halleck was to let us know as soon as he
heard from Banks, and I have never had a word from him .
since,

May 10, Tuesday, At the Cabinet, the President read
dispatches from General Grant, General Butler, General
Sherman, and some others. I had previously seen some of
these dispatches. They were all in good and encouraging
tone. There have been some conflicting doubts in regard
to General Wadsworth, who is undoubtedly slain, and his
body is, I think, in the hands of the Rebels. Few nobler
spirits have fallen in this war. He should, by good right
and fair-dealing, have been at this moment Governor of
New York, but the perfidy of Thurlow Weed and others de-
feated him. I have always believed that Seward was, if
not implicated, a sympathizer in that business. No purer
or more single-minded patriot than Wadsworth has shown
himself in this war. He left home and comforts and wealth
to fight the battles of the Union.

A scout came in this P.M. with dispatches from General
Grant. He brings information that General Sedgwick was
killed yesterday by a sharpshooter. He was among the
good and brave generals, though not of the class of dashing
officers, and was ever reliable and persistent. The death
of no general officer during the war could be more depress-